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NZAB launches $NZ500m agricultural lending platform
Auckland, New Zealand — NZAB has launched a new credit platform designed to support New Zealand farmers whose strategic opportunities fall outside traditional bank lending criteria.
The new platform, NZAB Capital, establishes NZAB as a genuine non-bank lender alongside its rapidly growing Advisory business and responds to a growing structural gap between the capital needs of New Zealand agriculture and the lending capacity of New Zealand banking institutions.
NZAB Capital will provide first mortgage transitional lending solutions, typically over a three to five year term, enabling farmers to execute on their development, expansion, or restructuring strategies before returning to conventional bank funding.
NZAB has created a warehouse funding structure, which allows the platform to scale and attract additional institutional capital over time as demand grows. The structure also ensures loans are originated and managed locally, providing greater funding stability through agricultural commodity cycles. 
Macquarie’s Commodities and Global Markets Group has provided a warehouse facility in an initial amount of $NZ500 million, underscoring its confidence in the platform’s potential. With $NZ32 million already deployed across new loans, strong initial uptake reinforces the demand for innovative financial solutions in the agricultural sector.
Bevan Silvester, Managing Director at Macquarie, says: “We are excited to be working with NZAB on the launch of its new platform. By working together, we are supporting NZAB to provide farmers with the capital they need to realise their strategic ambitions.”   
NZAB Managing Director Scott Wishart, said the initiative reflects NZAB’s long-standing view that strong agricultural strategy must be matched with appropriate capital.
“Over the past nine years we’ve seen the value created when farmers are supported with high quality financial advice. But advice alone is not enough, it has to be backed by capital.”
Wishart said the platform addresses a growing issue in the rural sector.
“Farmers are incredibly good at backing their own judgement and building strong businesses over time. But increasingly we see situations where the strategy makes sense, yet the bank simply can’t support it under their credit rules.”
NZAB Capital is designed to complement the banking system rather than compete with it.
“Banks will always be the natural home for medium and long-term farm lending. They’re structurally designed to provide stable funding over the long term,” Wishart said.
“What NZAB Capital does is fill a different role. It provides transitional capital when a strategy is sound, but the timing, structure or bank credit rules mean a bank can’t support it today.”
Loans will generally be structured so they are repaid or refinanced back to banks within three to five years, once the underlying strategy has been proven or balance sheets have been reshaped.
Founded nine years ago by Scott Wishart, Nathan Henry and Andrew Laming, NZAB was established with a vision of placing farmers at the centre of financial decision-making.
Since its establishment, the firm has advised on more than $NZ10 billion of agricultural transactions and grown to nearly 50 staff working with farming businesses across New Zealand.
Wishart said NZAB Capital is a natural extension of the firm’s advisory model.
“Our advisors work closely with farmers to develop long-term relationships and strategies. NZAB Capital simply gives them another tool when the way forward is clear but the capital structure needs time to evolve.”
The platform is expected to support a range of agricultural strategies including farm development, expansion, succession transitions, asset realignment and balance sheet restructuring.

Strategic partnership with Arcbridge Partners
The platform was structured with the support of Arcbridge Partners, a New Zealand-based investment banking firm specialising in structured finance and capital formation.
Alongside the launch, NZAB and Arcbridge have entered into a joint venture investment banking relationship, under which Arcbridge will provide strategic advisory, capital markets and structured finance expertise alongside NZAB to its clients.
The partnership will focus on expanding institutional capital participation in New Zealand agriculture and developing new financing structures for the sector.
Arcbridge Partner Mark Lindon said the collaboration combines complementary capabilities.
“NZAB has deep relationships and agricultural expertise, while Arcbridge brings structuring and capital markets capability. Together this creates a strong platform for bringing new forms of capital into the rural economy.”
Wishart said the initiative reflects a broader shift in how agriculture may access capital in the future.
“Agriculture is unavoidably capital intensive. Historically we’ve relied heavily on bank debt, either on farm or through our cooperatives. We see real opportunity for new forms of capital to participate alongside those traditional models.”
“Farmers are very good at backing their own strategy. What we’re trying to do is make sure the capital exists to support it.”
For further information please contact NZAB Group Managing Director Scott Wishart on 021 243 8552 or scott.wishart@nzab.co.nz
